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From The Desk of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 
And that he died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again.” 

IT Corinthians 5:14-15 KJV 


Greetings Dear Readers: 


I pray that the New Year has been fruitful for each of you thus far, and that you are yet in 
expectation of the awesome things of God. 


With this being the first issue of 2015, I would like to take a brief moment to focus on the 
2015 Church of God in Christ theme: “Christ’s Extreme Sacrifice Calls for Our Extreme 
Commitment” (II Corinthians 5:14-15). When one decides to commit to something, a 
concerted effort is diligently made to stay on the task at hand in order to reach a defined 
goal. Moreover, if one takes that particular level of commitment to the extreme, nothing 
can keep them from reaching that established goal. 


Likewise, if we transfer this notion of extreme commitment to our daily walk with Christ, 
fervently and wholeheartedly seeking Him and that which He would have us to do, then 
nothing should keep us from reaching our ultimate, eternal reward - eternity with Him. 
Our consistent and determined effort on earth should be to live passionately, persistently 
and solely for Him and not in any way unto ourselves, as the scripture states. 


I encourage each of you to sincerely examine your level of commitment today. Are you 
committed wholly to the Lord, or is He calling you to a higher level in Him? Together, let 
us dig deeper this year and discover fresh, new levels of commitment...an extreme level of 
commitment for the ultimate sacrifice that He made. 


In His Service, 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 

Church of God In Christ, Inc. 
The Seventh In Succession 


co 


ncorporate: 


Appia 


GET IT ON 


Google play 


Qik AM 


Video 


1a 


246 AM 


myer Wal 


teat Tee 


ee 


THANK YOU! 


Dear Readers: 


I would like to start the very first issue of 2015 by extending a very warm and hearty THANK 
YOU to each of you, for your continued support and loyalty to The Whole Truth Magazine. With- 
out God’s favor and grace, and your dedicated readership, we would not be able to remain the 
successful media forum that we have become. We encourage you to spread the word by sharing a 
subscription with those who could profit from a good dose of inspiration and uplifting through the 
thoughts and contributions of our very talented pool of writers and ultimately, through the Word of 
God. 


In this issue, we begin the year by sharing some provocative but timely pieces, such as “Tattoos 
in the Church,” and we examine our levels of faith with empowering pieces, such as “Expect to 
Win.” If you were unable to attend the 107th Holy Convocation and feel a bit out of touch, we 
have a very thorough recap and review of the weeklong events. And our cover story lends insight 
into the mandate of this year’s significant theme. 


We sincerely pray that your New Year has been prosperous, thus far, and that you are stretching 
out on faith to receive all that God has in store for you! May you be richly blessed by this edition. 


By His Grace, 


my) 


April Quillen 


Naturally speaking, the level of commitment in any meaningful 


relationship is measurable by the depth of one’s love demonstrated toward another. The 
constant expression of love, in word and deed, inspires the soul and increases the level 
of commitment to the relationship. 


Likewise, aS Christians, the depth of Christ’s love for us, that 


He would die a humiliating death on the Cross, should compel us to offer ourselves unto 
Him as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God (Romans 12:1). The least we can do 
is reciprocate that love in extreme commitment to our relationship with Him! 


The 2015 theme for The Church of God In Christ, provided by Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake, Sr., is an appeal that causes us to examine our level of commitment to Christ, considering His 
extreme sacrificial love demonstrated for all mankind. This year’s theme derives from 2 Corinthi- 
ans 5:14-15, which records Apostle Paul’s defense of his ministry against his opponents. Moreover, 
the basis for his defense arises from his personal conviction and extreme commitment to Christ be- 
cause of what God did through Christ to reconcile sinners (us) to Him. Whether reading Paul’s let- 
ter to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, or Thessalonians, one 
thing is clear—his extreme commitment to Christ. Paul’s commitment to his assignment caused 
him to face great peril and much suffering. All that he endured is supporting evidence of his extreme 
commitment, as revealed in the following passage: 

“Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that 

the life of Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. So we live in the face of death, 

but this has resulted in eternal life for you” (2 Cor. 4:11-12 NLT). 


Paul understood his responsibility to the Lord to persuade others to be reconciled to God, 
which was made possible by Christ’s extreme sacrifice. He defended his integrity, and emphasized 
to the Corinthians that his motive for ministry was for the glory of God and the good of others. His 
conviction stated in the passage below is evidence of his extreme commitment: 

“For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died 

for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live should 

not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose 

again” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15). 


Our theme requires that we personally examine ourselves and our motives, and with con- 
viction declare that our level of commitment can be characterized as extreme because of Christ’s 
extreme sacrifice. The level of commitment in any meaningful relationship is measurable by the 
depth of one’s love demonstrated toward another. Since the depth of Christ’s love for us was dem- 
onstrated by His dying for all, we should now be compelled by His love for us, as well as our love 
for Him, so that we do not live unto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us and rose again. 


In essence, Christ’s extreme sacrifice demands our extreme commitment in that 
we willingly offer ourselves to Him as living sacrifices holy and acceptable to God. In doing 
SO, we reciprocate that love in extreme commitment to our relationship with Him. TWT 


Queen E. Phillips is a published author, Sunday School teacher, altar counselor ministry coordinator and trainer at Mt. Rose 
COGIC, City of Refuge, Crosby, TX, Dr. Ron Eagleton, pastor; Texas Southeast First Jurisdiction, Bishop Rufus Kyles, Jr, prelate. 


EXPECTED 


By Marion McNair | Ih | 


Oftentimes, you will hear people my age talk about how they had to walk a 
mile to school. Well, | really did. Along the way | would come upon a Chihua- 
hua who constantly dug from under the fence of its house, to bark and nip 
at my heels as it chased me down the street. | cried, screamed and begged 
God to make the dog go away. It never did. Even after crossing the street, the 
Chihuahua would run behind me, yapping and running in between my feet. 


Weeks went by and my stress level escalated as | anticipated the daily 
encounter with my nemesis. Tears would begin to flow at the sight of the dog. 
One day, | saw the Chihuahua outside its gate waiting for me.| started running 
and found that | could outrun the little dog. This built up my confidence. 
Thereafter, when | got closer to the Chihuahua's house, | would begin running 
and the dog could not catch me. Eventually, however, | got tired of running 
and the Chihuahua began darting at my heels again. 


Soon, | simply got fed up of being chased by the dog. One day as the 
Chihuahua started running toward me, | stomped my foot and yelled, ‘Go 
away! Bewildered, the dog spun around, retreated, barked and charged 
at me again. | stomped my foot a second time, and yelled, “Get away 
from me! This time, | charged after the dog and it scurried off. 


ith my new found courage, 

I’d pass the Chihuahua’s 

house, stomp my feet, yell, 
and the dog would run behind the 
fence. Eventually, the Chihuahua 
would see me coming and hide. 

Every now and then, I think 
about the Chihuahua and the valu- 
able lesson I learned from that 
experience. I never told my fam- 
ily about my problem with the dog 
because I was embarrassed. Who 
would understand my fear of such a 
tiny animal? So I suffered through 
it. But what would have happened 
if I had shared the situation with 
someone? Perhaps they would have 
contacted the dog’s owner to resolve 
the issue. A simple solution, but I 
never thought of it. 

Many Christians are plagued 
with problems that seem insur- 
mountable and they don’t know 
how to resolve them. Oftentimes, 
we don’t want to share our trials 
and tribulations with others because 
we're afraid of being ridiculed, 
judged or misunderstood. We don’t 
want anyone to think we are not as 
spiritual as they thought we were, 
so we needlessly suffer in silence. 
Beaten down and discouraged by 
the issues and cares of life, some 
Christians have retreated. Like the 
Chihuahua, they start out victori- 
ous. They are warriors who fight 
and chase the enemy, but with one 
strong push back, they go into hid- 
ing, wishing the devil would leave 
them alone. 

At some point in life, we 
ALL need help. Even Jesus accepted 
the assistance of Simon, the Cyrene 


to help Him carry The Cross when 
it became too heavy to bear (Matt: 
27:32). It did not take away from 
His spirituality, but taught us all 

a very valuable lesson; that is, we 
need each other. Every Sunday at 
West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ, we sing a song that states, 
“T need you. You need me. We’re 
all a part of God’s Body...” 

In John 10:10, Jesus said, 
“The thief does not come except 
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. 
I have come that they may have 
life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.” Jesus lives inside you. 
He promised to never leave you, 
nor forsake you. You are the head, 
not the tail. When you are going 
through a trial, ask God to send you 
a mentor; someone with wisdom 
who can help you navigate through 
the trials of life. Deut. 4:5 states, 
“Surely I have taught you statutes 
and judgments, just as the Lord 
my God commanded me, that you 
should act according to them in the 
land which you go to possess.” In 
other words, you are more than a 
conqueror. Do not retreat. Instead, 
pick up your weapons of warfare, 
which are the name of Jesus, the 
Blood of Jesus, and the Word of 
God. 

You were born for the 
journey God has chosen for you. He 
has you right where He wants you. 
And yes, He is aware of your hurt, 
pain, fears, disappointments, mis- 
takes, unfairness, guilt, rejection, 
bitterness, despair, and the longings 
and desires of your heart. He hasn’t 
forgotten the promises He’s made 
you, and it’s not too late for them to 
come to pass. 

Jesus said, “In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” If Jesus overcame the cross, 
there is nothing too hard for God to 
bring you through or out of. And not 
only will He help you, but if you 


trust Him and don’t doubt, He will 
“do exceeding, abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works in us” (Eph. 
5.20), 

So no matter what the 
test, like the cloud of witnesses in 
Hebrews 12:1, “Let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith.” With God, 
all things are possible. Believe you 
have the solution to your situation. 
With Christ, you have the victory 
and in Him, you have already won! 

Hold fast to the confession 
of your faith because without faith, 
it is impossible to please God. In 
Malachi, 3:11, God declared, “I will 
rebuke the devourer for your sake.” 
The Bible also tells us that God is 
a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. God will fight your 
battle, for the battle is not yours, it’s 
the Lord’s. “Now thanks be to God 
who always leads us in triumph” (2 
Cor. 2:14). 

God is not a man that He 
can lie. He wants you to have good 
success (Joshua 1:8). He will make 
your way prosperous because He 
promised to “supply all of your 
needs according to His riches in 
Glory” (Phil. 4:19). Trust God. For 
in Him we live and move and have 
our being. In Psalms 5:12, God 
promised to favor you like a shield. 
Expect God’s favor. Expect victory. 
Expect to win! TWT 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Mission- 
ary at West Angeles COGIC (Los Angeles, 
CA) where Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake is her pastor Marion sings with the 
West Angeles Cathedral Chorale and the 
Mass Choir She also teaches Biblical Stud- 
ies at the Lynwood Women's Correctional 
Detention Center Marion has traveled to 
over twenty countries around the world 
and five continents, including her lifelong 
dream to visit the continent of Antarctica. 
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Church 


Now into our fifth year, The America’s Center in St. Louis is 
becoming our second home. Of course, Memphis, TN will 
always be home for The Church of God In Christ, Inc. An 
estimated 50,000 people attended the 107" Annual Holy 
Convocation throughout the more than weeklong event. 


~ a By David-George News 


The theme this year was: “We are called to minister and 
witness to a deeply distressed and troubled world,’ taken 
from Acts 26:15-18. It is remarkable how much can be 
jam-packed into one week. The America’s Center happens 
to be a great venue for our convocations because nearly 
all events can be held there. One look at the schedule for 
convocation and one quickly realizes that the Church of 
God In Christ is one active denomination.With six major 
departments and many other auxiliaries, the week was full 


of excitement. 


The following are just some of the highlights of the week, in 
review for TWT: 


VIEL 


of the 107" 


EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT 
Once again, President Elijah Hankerson and staff 
planned many outreach and evangelistic events 
throughout the week. The International Department of 
Evangelism actually got started before the convocation 
even began. The department ministered at jails and 
prisons in the Greater St. Louis area. Several services 
were held, reaching hundreds of men and women 
with the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. Street Teams 
were deployed to many of the distressed areas of the 
city, charged with sharing the gospel with as many 
men, women, boys and girls as possible. These Street 
Teams also invited thousands of residents to the services 
of the Church of God In Christ. The department 
continues to lead the evangelistic efforts for the entire 
denomination. 


‘Annual Hol y Convocation 


Also, in light of the events surrounding the death of 
Michael Brown, the Evangelism Department was 
busy long before convocation this year. The Glory 
Train, which was a flatbed trailer consisting of sing- 
ers, preachers and ministers who were allowed to get 
very close to Ground Zero in Ferguson, shared the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Due to these events, 13 new 
churches became members of the Church Of God In 
Christ. Bishop Edwin Bass (COGIC Urban Initiative 
President), along with Bishops Lawrence M. Wooten 
(General Board Member), Robert J. Ward and James 
Scott, provided leadership under the direction of the 
Presiding Bishop. 


began by recounting the story of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego. He highlighted the story with the ac- 
count of the 4" man, as told by King Nebuchadnezzar. 
He went on to say that, “The reason they only took 
the three young men out, and left the fourth man, was 
so when we get in our fiery MIE es, i esus 1S ready 
there waiting for us.’ rt : 


of the Official 


“THE SUNSHINE BAND( 
Ee e 4 ‘ i 


There i is eine like COGIC wor- 
ship! From the first service on 
Tuesday morning to the last service 
on Sunday evening, God met us 
each and every time. The messages 
were outstanding, Dr. Judith Chris- 
tie McAllister and the IMD truly 
ministered from the depths of their 
souls each service, the ministry 

of helps (ushers, nurses, greeters, 
adjutants and security) were ready 
with valuable assistance to the saints 
who attended the services and The 
America’s staff allowed us the free- 
dom and pleasure of turning the center into 
an international Church of God In Christ 
gathering spot. 


Yaig 


The highlight of all services, of course, was 
the Lord’s Day Celebration held on Sun- 
day. This is the time when we hear from 
our Presiding Bishop arid Chief Apostle, 
His Eminence, The Most Reverend Charles Edward 
Blake. “Great Exploits” was the title of the message 
delivered by the Presiding Bishop, taken from Daniel 
11:32: “And such as do wickedly against the covenant 
shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do 
know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.” He 
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¢ The Bible is the guide for the Church of God In 


Christ.....our actions, deeds, talk and walk should be 
directed by God's Word 
¢ God wants you to claim your city for Christ. lf oth- 


ers will die for what they believe in, we should live for 
what we believe i 


¢ Go higher, do more 


US. 


The saints now worship in one facility. Nearly 50,000 
people worshipping God together is tremendous! The 
music was tremendously anointed, including an an- 
them written by our own IMD vice president, Rickey 
Payton. The praise was truly glorious. The pinnacle of 
the service was the Word preached 
by the Presiding Bishop. Bishop 
Blake preached a tremendous word 
to the saints to encourage us to do 
the work of the min- 
istry. Bishop Blake 
also gave us details 
as to how to impact 
our communities for 
Jesus Christ. 


COGIC CARES EVENTS 
The Presiding Bishop has expressed his desire that 
the church impact the areas in which we serve. To this 
end, several community-minded events were planned 
for the week. 


Cote Brilliante Elementary School — General Board 
Members Bishop Lawrence M. Wooten and Bishop 
George Dallas McKinney led the contingency of vari- 
ous COGIC leaders to visit Cote Brilliante Elemen- 
tary School for the third year in a row. The leaders 
were blessed with a welcome program by the 6" grade 
students and choir. After that, those present visited 
various classroom to read to students. The students 
were able to ask questions of the leaders and share 
with them their desires for a future. Bishop McKin- 
ney came back smiling and said, “All of my students 
hugged me before I left.” He was the only one with 
that testimony. I think there was some good jealousy 
after that statement. Alderman Sam Moore arranged 
the school visit again this year as part of the COGIC 
Cares events. The principal and staff are attempting 
to provide these students with the resources necessary 
for a successful life. However, as with most schools, 
funding deficiencies have made it difficult. 


Job Fair — More than 40 employers and 500 plus job 
seekers attended the COGIC Job Fair held on Friday. 
Some employers were hiring on the spot and several 
of the local residents were able to get jobs the same 
day! Many of the employers have a national presence 
so COGIC members were able to make connections 
in St. Louis for their hometowns. 


Community Clean Up 
— COGIC members from all 
over the world went out on 
Thursday to clean up a neigh- 
borhood in the 4" Ward. This 
year, the group concentrated 


on the area right in front of Cote Brilliante School. 

It was truly a great opportunity for the church to join 
with members of the community to provide some 
glimmer of hope. This is the third year that the saints 
have gone out to impact a neighborhood in this way. 
It is hoped that this event will only get bigger in the 
years to come and will assist in carrying out the Pre- 
siding Bishop’s desire that COGIC impact the areas in 
which it serves. 


COGIC CHARITIES BANQUET 


On Saturday afternoon, more than 700 people gath- 
ered in The Renaissance Ballroom for the Presiding 
Bishop’s “We Care Banquet” sponsored by COGIC 
Charities. This annual gathering raises funds to give 
scholarships to young people from all over the world. 
This year’s guest speaker was global businessman and 
COGIC member, Earvin “Magic” Johnson. Mr. John- 
son is amember of West Angeles Church of God In 
Christ under the leadership of our Presiding Bishop. 


Magic Johnson was a great speaker. He was very 
interactive, taking more than 30 questions from the 
audience. He shared information for those looking 
to be business owners. He also talked about the need 
to have advisors and indicated that he talks with 
Presiding Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr. regard- 
ing all major business decisions. He also recounted 
his recent quest to buy the LA Dodgers. More than 
$50,000 in scholarships was awarded to high 
school and college students as a result of the 
scholarships. 


PRESIDING BISHOP’S FORUM 
Psalmist David Daughtry (who has just re- 
leased his first solo 
CD entitled “Leap” 
on Karew Records) 
led Praise and 
Worship. Opening 
presentations were 
made by Bishop 
Frank O. White 


then made a presentation on the Laity Campaign and 
the National Leadership Conference held this year in 
Jacksonville, FL stating, “Good enough is not enough, 
it blocks greatness.” This year’s theme is, “Soar Be- 
yond” and will be held January 19-22, 2015. Topics 
include, “Soul of a Leader,’ “How Far Can You Go?” 
and ‘““What’s Keeping You from Growing?” 


Next, the focus turned to the issues of Ferguson, 
Missouri. A clip of the events since August 9th was 
played for those present. Of special note was the fact 
that of the 78 arrests during the protests, only 18 were 
from the area. “The church has the answer; the an- 
swer is found 
in the Word 
of God,” said 
Presiding 
Bishop Blake. 
Bishop Blake 
issued two let- 
ters relating to 


— 


the Michael Brown incident: 
One to the Governor of Mis- 
sourl and Mayor of Ferguson, 
MO, and the other to pastors 
of COGIC. 


Instead of the usual message 
from the Presiding Bishop to 


the credential holders, Bishop 
Blake relinquished his time for 
a Violence In Our Community 
Forum. Bishop Talbert Swann 
II, GBM Bishop Lawrence M. 
Wooten, Dr. Elijah Hankerson, 
Dr. Ben Stephens, Bishop David 
Daniels and Bishop Charles H. 
McClelland were panel mem- 
bers, with Bishop Edwin Bass 
serving as the facilitator. COGIC 
Corporate Counsel, Uleses 
Henderson, provided some very interesting facts and 
figures to get the discussion started. 


Audience members were able to ask questions of the 
panelists. Elder Bobby Rush, US Congressman and 
new COGIC pastor, provided great insight with his 
comments as well. 


ALL ACCESS 

‘All Access,” an interactive video show hosted by 
Lady Shirley Jordan of Ohio and Brother Cormac 
Parker of Tennessee, debuted this year. It was played 
in all of the major downtown hotels in St. Louis and 
at each service during the offertory period. It has 
great stories about the history of COGIC and Bishop 
Mason, an exclusive interview with Presiding Bishop 
Charles Edward Blake and other exciting informa- 
tion you will want to see. You can access this video 
COGIC website at www.cogic.org. 


While it is true that we have great services and opportunities to serve the community, we also take care of the 
business of the church. The General Assembly met on Monday. Although this year’s session was lighter, as 
compared to other years, there were still some business items that needed the delegates’ attention. 


The first item of business was the election of the chairman of the General Assembly. Bishop James W. Hunt was 
re-elected as the chairman and Bishop Lemuel Thuston as the vice-chairman. 


The General Board made recommendations that two new jurisdictions be created: Kansas Central and Washing- 
ton Western. This motion was approved. 


The Judiciary Board was the next item on the agenda. There were two seats available, one for the Board of 
Bishops and one for the Council of Pastors and Elders. Bishop Enoch Perry was elected for the Board of Bishops 
position and Pastor Peter Johnson Davis was elected for the Council of Pastors and Elders position. 


The chairman recommended the creation of a Judicial Council to deal with matters that may lead to a trial under 
the auspices of the General Assembly. After much discussion, the chairman withdrew the request. 


The Report of the Trustees was the next item of business. They gave their Annual Summation of Activities from 
April 214 until November 2014. This report was approved as presented. 


The budget for April 1, 2015-March 31,2016 was presented by the Trustees. 
The details are as follows: 


Revenue Expenses Excess/Deficit 
2013/2014 (Proposed) 10,195,000 10,195,000 0 
2013/2014 (Actual) 10,468,208 10,162,165 306,043 
2014/2015 (Proposed) 10,506,500 10,506,500 0 
2015/2016 (Proposed) 9,921,000 9,921,000 0 


After some discussion, the General Assemblies budget was raised from the proposed $200,000 
to the $308,000 as requested. With no other changes, the budget for 2015/2016 was approved. 


A final note for all involved: The Office of the General Secretary no longer issues blank certifi- 
cates. All certificates will be issued in a particular person’s name and identification number, 
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It is an exciting time to be a member of 
the Kingdom of God and a member of the 
Church Of God In Christ! We now look 
forward to a prosperous 2015 with the 
theme chosen by our Presiding Bishop 
and Chief Apostle, the Most Reverend 
Charles Edward Blake: Christ’s extreme 
sacrifice calls for our extreme commit- 
ment from the scripture, “For the love of 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead: And that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again.” | 
- 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (KJV) - 


As you can tell from this brief recap and review.... 
our church is alive and well and doing great ex- 
ploits for God! Together, may we continue on. 
TWT 


David-George Newsome is a former resident of Muskegon, 
Michigan, now residing in San Diego, California. He is a member 
of St. Stephen’s Cathedral Church of God In Christ in San Di- 
ego (General Board Member Bishop George Dallas McKinney, 
pastor). He is married to Melba White Newsome, the father of 
two, James and JaMel, and grandfather of one, JaMilah. 


The Whole Truth predates the Church Of God In Christ as a Pentecostal 
Church. Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the newspaper entitled 
“Truth” in the late 1890’s. The goal of the newspaper then, just as the 
coal of the eMagazine now, is to inspire and to inform. 


The Whole Truth remains the official organ of the Church, is serving in 
an expanded role and has a great legacy. Today, as an eMagazine, its 


pages are here to record, for current readers and generations to come, 
what the Church Of God In Christ is doing. 


COGIC’s *1 


Urban Christian eMagazine 


By Elder Rick D. Cunningham 


Protecting 
Your Mind | sateen 


(For the weapons of our war- 
{ fare are not carnal, but mighty 
rom) through God to the pulling down 
of strong holds; ) Casting down 
S ubtle imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against 
qd the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ani ing into captivity every thought to 


. the obedience of Christ.” 
ducin a —2 Corinthians 10:3-5 


There are things we see and hear that 
make us smile and laugh. Many of 
these things are funny or entertaining 
and do not seem harmful. Therefore, 
we don't attach a nefarious mean- 

ing to them. Most of us don’t think 
that anything that makes us laugh 

can be bad. A famous quote by the 
19" Century psychologist William 
James says, “We don’t laugh because 
we are happy —we’re happy because 
we laugh.” So what can possibly be 
wrong with enjoying things that make 
us smile and laugh? Well from a bibli- 
cal view, we have to be careful about 
what we accept as entertainment. The 
things we see and hear on a recurring 
basis can desensitize us to the teach- 
ings of the Bible. Paul, in his letter to 
the church at Corinth, had a concern 
about how the devil might sneakily 
influence Christians’ minds with his 
agenda and beliefs. “But I fear, lest 
by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ” 

(2 Corinthians 11:3). 

This concern is still valid today. 


The weekly primetime lineup of 
the big 3 television networks, along 
with cable TV networks, are satu- 
rated with programs that focus on 
witchcraft, glamorize dead char- 
acters who have returned to life, 
romanticize illicit relationships, 
promote same gender relationships, 
have murder and violence as the 
central part of their storyline, and 
utilize secular reasoning to solve 

all family issues and bring about 
family harmony. Such TV 
shows have desensi- 
tized us to the real life 
problems in society 
that are eroding the 
consciousness of 
morality and “right 
and wrong” as 
established by the 
Bible. 


| We must and can protect our- 
selves from subliminal suggestions 
to our minds. Besides the behavioral 


influence of what we see and hear, 
there is also the disconnection from 
God when we follow those influences. 
Paul wrote in his letter to the Chris- 
tians that were in Rome, “Who know- 
ing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy 
of death, not only do the same, but 
have pleasure in them that do them” 
(Romans 1:32). 

There was nothing subtle 
about the 2012 Grammy performance 
by Nikki Minaj or the 2014 Grammy 
performance by Katy Perry. Both were 
dark depictions that created immediate 


selves after what the Bible teaches us. 

Televisions are in most homes 
in America. Watching television is not a 
sin and all programs are not bad. We just 
have to be careful about what we watch. 
What we see and listen to over a contin- 
ual period of time can greatly influence 
our perception and behavior. 

It is easy to adapt to our envi- 
ronment to what is constantly being 
projected to us. During the 70 years that 
the nation of Israel spent in captivity in 4 
Babylon, they picked up many of the | 
behaviors of their enslavers. When Israel 
reestablished itself, many of the Babylo- 
nian political and social practices were 
mimicked. It took a nationwide revival 
for Israel to remember the covenant 


‘Take a few minutes and reflect upon what you 
are inviting into your subconscious mind. 


internet social media backlash due to 
their satanic overtones. The glorifica- 
tion of demonic behavior was not dis- 
guised. Those performances, that many 
viewers found offensive and disturb- 
ing, were presented as entertainment. 
While they were open and blatant they 
were just a magnification of the passive 
and subtle suggested content found in 
many daily television programs. These 
are programs that we watch, and allow 
our children to watch, which offer up 
alternative, acceptable behavior; life- 
styles that are completely contrary to 
the Christian life. 

Although many of us would 
not emulate in our homes or lives what 
we see on TV, we somehow find our- 
selves rationalizing with and agreeing 
with TV characters’ behavior. When 
that same behavior is expressed in 
society, we embrace it as acceptable. 
In real life, however, there are conse- 
quences and we should pattern our- 


and return to following the law that was 
given by God. 

Take a few minutes and reflect 
upon what you are inviting into your 
subconscious mind. Ask yourself if it 
has any influence on the daily things that 
you do. Things such as how you dress, 
the language you use, how you equate 
worldly behavior and biblical behavior. 
What do your beliefs more closely re- 
flect? Remember that your thoughts are 
projected in your attitude, your attitude 
is projected in your actions, and your ) 
actions define who you are. TWT : 


Elder Rick Cunningham is the author of “Making 
Choices In Christ: Moving Beyond Self Destruc- 
tive Choices And Behavior’ and a member of the 
Southside Church of God in Christ in Jacksonville, 
Florida. 


Virginia’s Historic 
First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
Celebrates Its 


entennial Convocation! 


While planning officially started last autumn, it was an event 100 years 
in the making as the First Historic Jurisdiction of Virginia celebrated its 
Centennial Convocation, under the leadership of General Board Member 
Bishop Ted G. Thomas, Sr. 


Bishops, pastors and saints from the four Virginia jurisdictions and around 
the country united together for this historic occasion in praise, worship 
and powerful preaching. 


The week began with a 40-hour fast and shut-in service to invoke the Lord’s 
presence throughout the meeting. The saints were blessed with powerful 
guest messages from Bishop G. Wesley Hardy, Sr. declaring without a 
doubt; Bishop Rance Allen singing our hearts glad; Bishop Darrel Hines 
seeking faith to accept our fate; Pastor Roderick Hennings sharing the oil 
he received from his father; General Board Member J. Drew Sheard declaring 
we can make it against the odds; and General Secretary Joel Lyles, Jr. telling 
about an irreversible blessing. It was truly manna from heaven. 


On Official Sunday, Bishop Ted G. Thomas stirred souls, telling the packed 
sanctuary to “Turn it over to Jesus! He has already worked it out!” Indeed, 
those who witnessed and worshipped in Virginia’s Centennial Convocation 
were truly blessed. And while the saints of today may not live to see 
another Centennial, they have certainly left a godly and sure foundation upon 
uich the next generation may build. : 


xperiencing The 
Ghurch of God 1m: 
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By Tyrone D. Nance 


I could talk about them all), by 
Saturday night, I was spent! But 
before I went to sleep Saturday 
night, I prayed one last special 
prayer. I thanked God for the 
amazing experience I had during 
the week. I thanked Him for al- 
lowing me to use my gift to serve 
Him, for allowing me to meet 
new people, to learn the history of 
COGIC, and to see Him and His 
people in a brand new way. 

I prayed that God would grant me 
a divine encounter during Sunday 
morning’s service. Upon waking, 
I felt that God had heard me, and 
I couldn’t be more excited to get 
SV to church. 


I watched from my 


laptop in Los Angeles as the open- 
ing ceremony for the 107" Holy 
Convocation commenced. I would 
be attending the convocation for 
the first time later that week, under 
the direction of Robert Coleman, 
as a part of the Public Relations 
team. Working in my field and 
using my gift to glorify God (I re- 
ceived my B.S. in Public Relations 
from Oral Roberts University), 
gave me such a sense of pride and 
only added to my excitement and 
anticipation —I couldn’t wait to 

get there. Now, as someone who 
grew up in the COGIC denomina- 
tion, and who has been a member 
of West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ all of my twenty-five year 
life, | must confess: I thought I 
had pretty much seen and heard it ; 
all. Boy, was I wrong... 2 sweet aroma in the air. It wasn’t 

Mier amma ied just the perfume of the mothers; 

prenisiand services (and | wish / petseras ; it was evident that the presence of 


ty 
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I smelled 
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the Lord was in that place. I saw 
a sea of sequins, large brimmed 
hats, and bright suits like the 
seasoned saints at home had told 
me about. I heard the sound of 
the organ playing and ushering 
in the presence of the Lord. With 
my senses overwhelmed, I found 
my seat, but couldn’t quite sit. I 
began taking pictures and video- 
taping everything I could, in order 
to capture these moments for my 
family back home. 

As the organist played, 
the atmosphere was set for the 
historic ceremony to commence. 
One by one all the bishops, elders, 
chief administrative and executive 
committee members proceeded 
down the aisles in their respective 
robes. What a sight to behold! As 
the choir began to sing one of my 
favorite hymns, 


THOly, 


Holy, Holy, 
Lord God 
Almighty,” 


everyone stood up to welcome a 
man they called, “The Chief 
Apostle.” That man was my pas- 
tor, the Presiding Bishop Charles 
E. Blake. My God, as soon as 
Bishop Blake entered the stadium, 
his presence alone completely 
shifted the atmosphere. Upon 
seeing my pastor, the incredibly 
humble man whose hand I shake 
every Sunday, being so highly 
revered and respected, my eyes 
immediately began to swell with 
tears. Inexplicable though it was, 
the tears flowed from my eyes 
from the time he entered the stadi- 
um until he stood at the podium to 
deliver his message. How blessed 


am I, I thought, to be under the 
direct leadership of this Chief 
Apostle! As I recalled my prayer 
from the night before, I heard God 
speaking to me through the Holy 
Spirit. More tears fell. 

The experience I had with 
God that Sunday morning put my 
entire week in perspective. He 
showed me that throughout the 
week, while covering the different 
events, I was truly seeing different 
parts of the Body of Christ em- 
bodied by the COGIC people: The 
men’s forum was a leg, the youth 
service an arm, “Christmas In 
November” a shoulder, and the job 
fair a hand. He revealed to me that 
the Church of God in Christ is far 
bigger than any one single church; 
it is a denomination that encom- 
passes so many holy, giving, 
enterprising —and yes, sometimes 
shiny — people, all of whom love 
God and strive to celebrate him in 
a grand way! We are a people who 
truly embody the scripture — for 
we are not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ! TWT 


Tyrone D. Nance holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Public Relations from 
Oral Roberts University. He is a life-long 
member of West Angeles Church of God 
In Christ, where he serves on the board of 
the Young Adult Ministry, and is president 
of the My Brother's Keeper” program. 
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HUTURE INVESTED IN YOUTH 


Jesus spoke directly into the 21st Century 
when He said in Matthew 9:37, “The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the laborers are few,” according 
to Bishop Robert (Bob) L. Jackson, the Senior 
Pastor of Acts Full Gospel Church of God in 
Christ (Oakland, CA). “It is the responsibility of 
Holy Ghost-filled men to be visible in our com- 
munities and to have accountability in the lives of 
our youth. Saved brothers need to be responsible 
for their children (many of whom are being raised 
and mentored by single mothers).” He added, 
“The jails, police or courts don’t have the solution 
to issues that confront youth in our communities.” 

Focusing upon the youth is a position that 
we should take as we forge ahead, looking for- 
ward to the return of Christ. Many times, when 
seeking the hand of God, many Christians quote 
Proverbs 13:11, “The wealth of the sinner is laid 
up for the just.” Nevertheless, Part A of that scrip- 
ture reads, “A good man leaveth an inheritance to 
his children’s children.” To be righteous indeed, 
future generations need to be left something sub- 
stantive from the current generation. 


MINISTERING IN TROUBLING TIMES 


In turbulent times, holy men and women 
of God are needed to model Christianity and to 
lead people through the storms of life. Circum- 
stances arise that require the strength of a leader. 
When people need consolation, it may not be the 
time to get a liturgy in order when speaking to 
relieve the brokenhearted or to disquiet chaos by 
inserting the peace of God into a situation. At all 
times, it is vital to be led by the Spirit of God, as 
some issues run deep into the unconscious psyche 
and become a source that can inflame even the 
coolest character. Therefore, it is not a time to 
speak on social issues for personal self aggran- 
dizement, but “Let all things be done unto edify- 
ing” (I Cor. 14:26). It becomes prime time for 
self promotion during times of crisis when people 
need relief; priorities are prone to shift. Cam- 
paigning can take the place of edifying, which 
actually creates more tension, as others become 
offended when flesh is showcased. Clarity must 
be inserted in truth while operating in the right 
spirit by gently giving goodness. Competition 
should be shunned when it comes to winning 


souls; as separate deeds of those who please God 
are not ambiguous, but all come in concert to cre- 
ate an atmosphere of hope that faith may flow and 
God can work. 

“And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose” (Ro- 
mans 8:28 NIV). 


NUN-INVOLVEMENT 


Many times, leaders avoid particular is- 
sues because of outside pressures. The Bible says 
that the “... righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 
28:1). Therefore, issue avoidance should not be 
a problem for righteous leaders. Non-involve- 
ment with an issue is not the same as avoidance. 
Non-involvement can take shape by simply not 
mentioning a particular issue even when one has 
an understanding of it. Christian leaders should 
be able to boldly confront any issue and follow 
a purposeful plan to resolve any conflict. This is 
what Christ did regularly and ultimately, in dying 
for our sins. 

Sherry ere 
AVOIUANGE 

Many times, it is prudent to avoid second- 
ary issues, especially when it interferes with pri- 
mary objectives (soul winning). Knowing when 
to avoid issues requires good sense and possess- 
ing the ability to discern good and evil. Since life 
is not linear, but intertwined with others in myriad 
atrangements, avoiding societal concerns can be 
at times like an ostrich that hides from a predator 
by sticking its head into the ground. For the spiri- 
tual, this is to become no earthly good. Jesus was 
continually involved with people on every level; 
as a matter of fact, He purposely sought confron- 
tation, being led by the Spirit. 

Avoidance consists of re-directing ques- 
tions and issues, when confronted, by using diver- 
gences, excuses or conformity to the status quo. 
In order to not be burdened by the presence of an 
issue, avoidance seeks escape routes which are 
used as excuses by the weak and incompetent and 
continually rest on foundations of nothingness. 
TWT 


Reginald Boswell is a member of True Light COGIC in 
Huntsville, AL, where Supt. Dr Terrell Harris, Jr is the pastor 
and Bishop Oscar L. Meadows is the prelate of Alabama | st 
Jurisdiction. 


was set on fire. However, the sparks that 
caused this community to go up in smoke 
were minor when compared to the gospel 
explosion experienced in the Ev ngelisr 
Department. In a strange turn fe) event Ss 
more than 300 souls gave their 
Lord Jesus Christ. _ : 
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Pas ee ~) disappointed 
with a grand jury’s decision not to 
indict white police officer Darren 
Wilson in the death of unarmed 
teenager Michael Brown resorted 
to damaging the small suburban 
St. Louis community. The killing 
of Michael Brown, just three 
months earlier on August 9, resulted 
in a community uprising that 
stirred protests around the country 
and in other nations. The protests 
gained worldwide attention as 
Missouri Governor Jay Nixon 


called on the Missouri National 
Guard to deal with the unrest. 

In the heart of this Ferguson com- 
munity is the All Creation North- 
view Holiness Church of God in 
Christ, located at 1442 Hudson 
Road. Since the very beginning 
of the unrest, Pastor Marquaello 
A. Futrell, Sr., opened his church 
doors to the Evangelist Department 
who used the facility as a home 
base as they reached out to the 
community. 


Pastor Elijah H. Hankerson, III, 


president of the Evangelist Department and pastor of Life Center Interna- 
tional COGIC in St. Louis, was able to use what the devil meant for evil 
to witness to the angry community. “From day one,” said Pastor Hanker- 
son, “we desired to use this tragic incident as an opportunity to witness. 
We were never concerned with expressing our individual opinions. We 
strictly wanted to present Jesus on behalf of Bishop Blake and the Church 
of God in Christ at large,” he expressed. Directly after the burning of the 
Quick Trip gas station, a prayer vigil was held by a number of the ecu- 
menical churches in the area. 


“Lady Shirley Wooten, wife of General Board member Lawrence Wooten, 
and special projects coordinator for the Evangelist Department, called 
me,’ said Pastor Hankerson, “and told me that the Lord told her to have 
a mobile revival with saints on a flatbed truck, preaching and singing. By 
Wednesday, prayer warriors met at Pastor Futrell’s church and strategized. 


As a result of the prayer meeting, we secured a flatbed called the “glory 
van” while members of the COGIC clergy, including guitarist Elder Greg 
“Happy Guitar” Haynes and other musicians and singers, joined together 
and proceeded to take the gospel to the streets of Ferguson.” 


This first wave of response from the church caused souls to be saved, 
people were delivered and many of the hurting were ministered to. The 
caravan was careful to participate during times of peaceful protesting. 
They went into the crowds and prayed for individuals who would receive 
prayer. The protesting continued for months as the community waited 
and anticipated a decision from the grand jury. 
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One of the many area business people waiting for the news was Mission- 
ary Juanita Morris. A District Missionary in Eastern Missouri’s M.H. 
Norman District, Missionary Morris has served as secretary to Bishop 
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R. J. Ward for 41 years. But on the night of the grand jury decision, 

she watched the news closely because she is a business owner in the 
Dellwood/Ferguson area. Dellwood adjoins Ferguson and it is difficult 
to know where one community stops and the other begins. Missionary 
Morris has owned the Fashions R clothing boutique for 28 years; 10 of 
those years were in that specific location. While her shop had sustained 
some minor damage in the aftermath of the August incident, on the night 
of November 24th, it was burned to the ground. 


Although she was reported to have lost everything in her store, her testi- 
mony of faith in God has been a witness to the hurting community, and 
the world, that she is not without hope. Missionary Morris initially 
received a text from Pastor Futrell telling her that he was praying for 

her regarding her shop. She had no idea that he meant the store was on 
fire. She received a call from her seamstress that confirmed that the store 


was burning as they spoke. Missionary Morris was confident that the 
fire trucks would put out the fire but unfortunately, they could not get 

through. “I watched the news reports showing everything I had worked 
so hard to build burn down in three hours,” she said. “I had a hurting 

in my stomach, but I can truly say that I’m glad that no lives were lost.” 
When interviewed by CNN reporter Anderson Cooper, she was asked if 
she was mad. “I told him that I was not mad. I was hurt but I was trust- 
ing in God and I planned to rebuild.” 


Missionary Morris has been contacted by well wishers from around the 
world. “God’s people are loved,” she said. “I have been amazed by the 
outpouring of people who have supported me from Germany to Australia, 
to people within the states!” she said excitedly. “I even had three non- 
African American young college students to come and help me set up a 
Go Fund Me account at http://www.gofundme.com/fashionsr. Two of 


them, Eric Lee and Alex Conway, 
came from North Carolina to sup- 
port her. They absolutely refused 
to be compensated for helping 
her. They also conducted a prayer 
vigil and have plans to help her 
set up an on-line store. Another 
blessing included the Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity. More than 75 
of them, including a bus load that 
traveled to Ferguson, have adopted 
the Fashions R business and have 
promised to stick with Missionary 
Morris throughout the rebuilding 
process. 


for something- 
good,” she said. “When I opened 
the store 28 years ago, I started 
with nothing,” she said. “So when 
it first happened, I asked the Lord 
to let whatever happens work out 
for my good. And God has done 
that. What has blessed me is that 
people said they could see the 


Christ in me because they saw me 
smiling and I have no hatred in my 
heart,” she said. 


Pastor Futrell says while his church 
was already involved in Project 
Kingdom Building, which reached 
out to the community, they now 
have partnerships with Better 
Family Life, the Urban League 
and Florissant Valley Community 
College. Through the horrible 
tragedy, they now have a relation- 
ship with other denominations 

in the community, including the 
Church of Christ, Methodist 
Church and non-denominational 
churches. Prior to the incident, the 
churches did not associate or were 
unaware of one another. Now, they 
meet monthly to discuss resources 
that will help the community. 


“We had people hugging us in the 
streets saying that we brought a 
calmness,” Pastor Futrell said. “I 
appreciate the leadership of the 
church. Now, many people are 
aware that the Church of God in 
Christ is about more than shouting 
and dancing,” he said. 


Bishop Edwin Bass, president 

of COGIC Urban Initiatives and 
pastor of the Empowered COGIC 
in St. Louis, has also been heavily 
involved in addressing the needs 
of the community and representing 
the Church of God in Christ. He 
was interviewed a number of times 
by both national and local media. 
When asked by a reporter if he 
was seeing any sign that there’s 
any progress at all made, in terms 
of getting the community at peace 
with allowing the process, Bishop 
responded positively. 


“T think yesterday during the day, 
if you had been there for prior 


days, as I’m sure you have been, 
the atmosphere was different than 
in previous days. I believe that 
incrementally things are getting a 
little better every day. The problem 
is if we can find a way to stop the 
violence at the end of the day, 
we'll start the day with a fresh 
start and we’ll be able to continue 


to improve. Unfortunately, the 
setback at the end of the day every 
day causes us to take some steps 
backward and start again. But 
having said that, incrementally I 
think there is an improvement in 
the climate of the community,” 
stated Bishop Bass. 


co : ~ 350,000 gospel tracks that will Sandra Thompson Williams is an author 
Bille itm! include a local phone number and evangelist missionary at New Mt. Zion 


a : COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri. Superinten- 
oo Hankerson said he is ex . for church referrals. More than dent Jessie Smith is her pastor and Bishop 
cited about a plan to put a track in 17,000 tracks were already dis- RJ) Ward is her prelate in Eastern Missouri. 
the home of every St. Louis and tributed during the height of the 
East St. Louis residence within unrest in Ferguson. TWT | 


the next two years. This huge | 
undertaking will take as many as 


ke: 


Garner. Both men were unarmed African-American men killed by 


| when their lives were taken from police, and emphasized that the 
them. Churches have also joined lives of police also matter. It is 
| the public outcry and have given not unprecedented for churches to 
| support to the call for change and take a position to affect change to 
| justice. national issues of atrocities that | 
| On December 7, 2014, are rooted in racial indifference 
pastors of several congregations in _ and disregard of Black Americans. 
ae Chicago led church and marched By choosing to move the discussion 
ithin the ai . eae 
Reuse ee iil arti in protest chanting, “Black lives from inside the church walls, some 
ae an ee Bats ete, matter.’ On December 14, 2014, churches have taken a visible 
ee eae aie aa the Church of God in Christ, Inc. stance which should be commend- 
P - Kian held a “Black Lives Matter” day ed. The church is often referred 
jury decisions rendering no indict- f nee 
of prayer where over 12,000 to as a house. If I shout inside my 
ments in the deaths of two black b h : 
Niichael Brown andes congregations brought attention to house, no one hears me except 
aed the two recent cases of unarmed those who are in the house. If I go 


outside my house and shout, I will 
draw the attention of others. The 
voice of the church united in a 
pubic venue can shake the founda- 
tion that supports the continued 
systemic destruction and disman- 
tling of the black race. 

History shows that the 
church typically reacted with a pre- 
scribed response to issues of racial 
discrimination and violence directed 
at black people. The deaths of 
Brown and Garner have dramati- 
cally altered the typical response 
from churches. The continued 
pattern of ongoing and unfruitful 
dialogues that cumulated in zero 
change has moved churches from 
being reactive to being proactive. 

Silent indignation is no 
longer an acceptable response from 
those who comprise the Body of 
Christ. Being an educated, socially 
refined and economically secure 
church-going black American is 
not an insulation from aggressions 
and injustices that are frequently 
directed towards people of color. 
A wealthy black person and a 
poor black person have a common 
denominator. The first identifier of 
each is the color of their skin. The 
negative perception of people of 
color by those in authority lumps 
us together. 

The church has a re- 
sponsibility to lead out and not 
just follow up. Many scriptures 
throughout the Bible point to our 
connection to God through Jesus. 
The scripture also tells us who is 
the prince of this world and who is 
orchestrating hatred and confusion. 
If we believe the continued devalu- 
ing of black lives is a weapon of 
division used by the devil then the 
members of the most powerful 
army in existence should lead the 
battle for change. Who, I ask, is 
more powerful than Holy Ghost- 


filled disciples of Christ who have 
a direct connection to God through 
Jesus? 

The church is in a position 
to be an influence in facilitating 
change in laws and policies. The 
sheer number in church member- 
ships gives us a tool of change. 


hat tool is 
called eco- 
nomic impact. 
hat same 
number gives 
us additional 
strength at the 
voting booth. 
We should no 


longer be paci- 


fied by simply holding discussions 
about change being necessary; we 
already know change is necessary. 


It is not enough for the black 
church to just talk about how our 
race deserves respect as valued 
and contributing members of the 
human race. We must combine our 
faith with works and demonstrate 
our relevance. 

It is not wrong to feel a 
sense of outrage at the acts which 
led to the unnecessary loss of life 
of unarmed black men and the 
lack of accountability for those 
who took their lives. It is not 
wrong to be angry and frustrated 
with a judicial system that pro- 
vides cover for those who extin- 
guish black lives without regard 
to consequence. The solution is 
to stop the cycle of reacting in 
temporary anger and become pro- 
active in effecting lawful change 
to a system that imperils the daily 
lives of black people. 

Yes, we should continue to 
go to church and pray to God and 
worship Him. In addition to that, 
each of us should allow ourselves 
to be an instrument of change that 
God can work through. People are 
spiritually and physically dying. 
We must combine our strengths 
and resources and take action 
that is controlled and peaceful, as 
well as strong and decisive. We 
must acknowledge and combat 
racism. If we just sit by and wait 
for the next tragedy to occur in 
which there is no accountability, 
we guarantee through our inaction 
that it will happen again. TWT 


Elder Rick Cunningham is the author of 
“Making Choices In Christ: Moving Beyond 
Self Destructive Choices And Behavior” 
and a member of the Southside Church of 
God in Christ in Jacksonville, Florida. 


Deliverance In Spiritual Warefare 


Much has been written on demons. Few have 
dealt with the practical aspect of deliverance from 
demonic spirits. Follow Bishop Roger L. Jones 

and learn how to save yourself and others from 
_ the demonic spirit of addiction 
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Some of you will recognize this article’s title line as an adaptation 
of a phrase popularized by the sit-com “The Office.” If you don’t 
recognize it, hopefully it served the purpose of getting your attention. 


| By Tim Thuston 


: As I was reading the Word this morning, a phrase wise, the wicked to the un-wicked. But assuming that 
from Proverbs 22:5 caught my eye: “In the paths EVERY word of God is profitable (II Timothy 3:16), 
of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, but those who perhaps this verse is written for the redeemed as well. 
would preserve their life stay far from them.” I’ve 
read this passage many times, but today the verse My mother, when warning, chiding, rebuking, or 
-- which perhaps is overshadowed by a much more “challenging” me about choices and priorities, often 
oft quoted one that follows, or now a more widely asked why I was joining the host of Christians who 
referenced word from yet another verse beyond seemed to enjoy seeing how close we could get to the 
(v. 6, 7 respectively) -- got my attention. “edge” of obedience to God’s Word, to the “edge” of 

sinful disaster, rather than trying to stay in the center 
It may seem logical to skip over this verse because of His will, far from the dangers of falling. Of course, 
of its reference to the paths of the WICKED. And like many today, I thought she was being too harsh, 


Proverbs is full of comparisons: the wise to the un- too narrow -- that she was trying to require more of 


“—T) Ym LA SL IPA CPDL eri 
Efetin VASE £ JE be FRE YP iH 
HUES NAAR HELE, GP Le GP 


me than “holiness” had to mean. 
The word “legalistic,” now used to 
describe those with a limited un- 
derstanding of “grace,” wasn’t so 
much in vogue then. The vocabu- 
lary and points of emphasis of 
“the church” have changed some- 
what in the last 45 or so years. 
Then she was just challenging my 
choices (in recreation, in use of 
MY time on a church night, etc.) 


And today, when the Holy Ghost 
MIGHT be chastening me, or try- 
ing to guide me, I might let Him 


cause me to stop by Hebrews 12:1. 


Maybe some of my “interests” 
aren’t sin, right? Maybe if they 
aren’t squarely in the SIN category, 
they’re just in the weights column. 
And as a mature believer, it’s ok 
for me to...uh, as long as I don’t 
often or typically, let myself dabble 
with something that’s just -- maybe 
-- a WEIGHT. I wonder if reading 
that rationalization reveals such a 


be warning YOU to stay far from? 
What less than godly use of time? 
What practice or choice that “used 
to” be considered not God honor- 
ing? What indulgence that you’re 
now mature enough to handle, as 
you balance yourself along the 
edge? What temptation that keeps 
you coming back and considering, 
if not rationalizing, if not yielding? 


It really does NOT “take all that,” 
right? Doesn’t grace cover enough 
that I don’t need to be worried if 
this care, this taking up the cross 
daily, this discipline, this choice to 
be God-honoring at all times, really 
is necessary? Or are those OLD 
Testament words of wisdom written 
not just for curious inspection of 
“the good old days,” but to guide 
me today, to “abstain from ap- 
pearance of evil” (I Thessalonians 
5:22) and to flat out flee, in certain 
circumstances (II Timothy 2:22; or 
God forbid, I Corinthians 6:18)? 


wonder if some of my “works” 
need more scrutiny. 


You may feel as if you do not 
“need” this Word today. But my 
love for my fellow brethren in 
Christ -- which pales in comparison 
to HIS love who chastens us as 
sons (Hebrews 12:6) -- made me 
feel the message was important 
enough to share. This message, 
which I received from the Lord this 
morning, was for me: this message, 
that I felt compelled to share with 
others for whom His love might be 
similarly passionate. This message, 
which is what HE said. 


..And may the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable (Psalm 19:14). TWT 


Brother Tim Thuston is a very active 
member of New Life Tabernacle COGIC 
(Houston, TX), where Supt. Carl A. Davis 
is pastor. 


...And may the words of my mouth and the 


meditation of my heart be acceptable esatm 19:14 


distasteful measure of deception 
as I fear it does, even as I reread it 
myself. And please God, let any 
confession be obscured... 


Before I give up any more of the 
private reflections which might 
forever undermine my credibility, 
let me retreat and suggest that 
perhaps I should have prefaced 
the second paragraph above with 
“hypothetically” or “I suppose 
some Christians might...” 


So let’s get off of me and look in 
the mirror. Let the Holy Ghost 
lead a discussion with you. What 
“snares and pitfalls” might God 


Hopefully the “edge” of temptation, 
over which you might peer, is not 
that steep or scary. Hopefully, it’s 
just a gorge of NOT doing God’s 
will, rather than doing something 
against His will. Perhaps just being 
unwise, rather than being foolish; 
of giving into anger, or resentment, 
or revenge when the object of such 
feelings is so deserving, but not 
killing, or stealing, or lying. They 
aren’t really two sides of the same 
coin, are they? 


Aaaah, thank God for grace! In 
case such a legalistic perspective 
makes me feel guilty or makes me 
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yone else’s child could 

mak mistakes, but the world 
would end if | did. The pressure 
of it all definitely took its toll on 
me attimes. | 
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4 individuals, the PK Connec- 
iscuss a wide range of topics and 
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kers and not only talked about his 
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cathartic, but a place 
nded. Those who were presen 
children of pastors. It was 
years of hurt from members 
athers who neglected their 
was also made very clear 
and complain, but a place 


on . there were still 
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children because of their m 
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w into adulthood with 
nection allowed many of 
it to also be restored by © 


Too often, children internal 
hurt and guilt from their c 
those in attendance to no 
those who knew their str 
we look forward to many 
healed and delivered from 


If you'd like to learn more about the Church of God in Chr < Connection, 
please visit https://www.facebook.com/pkconnectioncogic. TwT 


Kiara Davis, author essful blog site “Happily Ever Never.’ is an active member of New Life Tabernacle 
COGIC (Houston, 1 er father, Supt. Carl A. Davis, is pastor. 
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PURPOSED TO INS PIR -E AND INFORM COGIC 
READERS AND CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 


The Whole Truth predates the Church Of God In Christ as a Pentecostal 
Church. Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the newspaper entitled 
“Truth” in the late 1890’s. The goal of the newspaper then, just as the 


goal of the eMagazine now, is to inspire and to inform. 


The Whole Truth remains the official organ of the Church, is serving in 
an expanded role and has a great legacy. Today, as an eMagazine, its 
pages are here to record, for current readers and generations to come, 
what the Church Of God In Christ is doing. 


COGIC’s #1 


Urban Christian eMagazine 


EET CCST A STEN SHEA USC UA a 


51. LUKE 


CHURCH UF GOD IN CHRIST 


—Chicago, Illinois 


By Elder Kyle Huckins, PhD 


t. Luke Pastor James C. Austin, Sr sets the tone for one of 
the most comprehensively ministering local congregations 

in the Church of God in Christ.““Our primary goal is to rep- 
resent Christ as His body here on earth,’ says the bishop of 
Illinois Fifth East Jurisdiction. ‘Thus, our hands are His hands 
— our feet, His feet — our tongues, His tongue — our bodies, 
His body — to be used to bring Him honor and glory.’ 


The church has two services each Sunday morning in its 
home in the 900 block of North Orleans in Chicago, but that's not all to its 
work. St. Luke has programs to aid single mothers, the impoverished, indi- 
viduals in higher education or seeking it, and more. ‘It’s a model for how to 
provide holistic ministry,’ says Dr David Daniels Ill, a longtime member of the 
church recently named auxiliary bishop of his jurisdiction, due to his three 
decades of college teaching, as well as his leadership of COGIC’s National 
Education Board. 


St. Luke sends many of its young people to top universities across the nation, 
ranging from Chicagoland's Northwestern to Howard in the nation's capital. 
One of the primary reasons for this success is the church's Youth Action 
Ministries (YAM). 


YAM's youngsters (ages 2-12) twice a month go to Children’s Church, a full 
service in which they fill the typical adult roles. “They learn scriptures, they 
learn songs, they learn how to lead worship and they learn to explain the 
scriptures,’ says YAM Director Felicia Redic, an evangelist missionary. Little 


Weekly, teens have the Jesus And Me Bible study, 
plus Sunday School, Youth Choir and Worship Arts 
Ministry with flags and dancers. They lead main 
services every fifth Sunday, doing virtually all but the 
pulpit message. 


Collegians for Christ leaders talk with students as 
soon as their sophomore year of high school about 
possibilities in higher education. The ministry brings 
in speakers from careers and schools alike and gives 
students preparation for the ACT and SAT, major 
college-entrance exams. When the church's youth go 
away to a university, they get care packages for mid- 
terms and final exams, as well as friendly reminders 
about faith. ‘‘l usually [on] Sunday morning send them 
a text:'Remember, this is the Lord's Day — give Him 
some time,’ says Redic. 


St. Luke's 700 or so active members represent every 
generation. Church Mother Rosetta Barnes has been 
attending since shortly after Elder Luke Austin began 
the congregation, in 1942, as a mission on Chicago's 
Near North Side. “He was a young man at that time, 
but he preached very strict, and the teaching was 
sanctification, what | believe in, what | like,” Barnes 
says. ‘He was a nice minister, but he was very straight 
about what he had to say about the Word of the Lord.” 


Almost from the beginning, the founder wanted to 
construct a full-fledged church building, but bankers 
pushed him to have a board in order to give him a 
loan. Finally, they told him if he could get five mem- 
bers who each would put $500 in their bank for a 
year, they would lend him the money for construction. 


Barnes says Austin collected the congregation's 
pledges and gifts one Sunday night, and the total 

was more than $9,000, several times what the bank 
required. When It came time to pay on the loan, the 
pastor had $20,000 to give them — about half the 
note. The bankers begged him not to pay so much at 
once because they wouldn't make much off of 

the interest. 


The congregation's generosity likely came, in large 
part, from the faith and loyalty of the church fam- 
ily. Barnes relates that when she and another single 
woman Joined St. Luke in the late 1940s, First Lady 
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ones have a choir and Sunday School of their own, too. 


Addie Austin gave the pair a section of her own 
apartment, so they would be close to church and 
work and be more secure.'"To show love like that, 
that will draw people,’ the church mother says. 


Pastor Luke Austin died in 1978, and his son was 
named to lead the church shortly after Though many 
congregation members remembered James C. Austin 
from his boyhood, he had strong support from them 
as their leader To illustrate why, Mother Barnes tells 
of when she was plagued with a painful sore throat 
and both Austins came to pray. She says the younger 
one was going on longer in prayer than his father, 

so she peeked to see why he kept going. “When | 
opened my eyes, tears was lappin’ around his chin. He 
wasn't playin’, he was prayin,’ she recalls.‘'l closed my 
eyes and said, Forgive me, Jesus.” The Lord healed her 
so quickly and completely her doctor broke down in 
tears at the miracle. 


Such seriousness of purpose and a well-rounded 
mission have been keys to building and sustaining St. 
Luke through three generations and growing strong, 
learned ones to come. TWT 


Elder Kyle Huckins, PhD (Southern California First Jurisdiction) 
is a longtime journalist and educator, as well as author of a new 
book, “Getting From Here to Eternity: A Spirit-filled View of the 
News.” For more information, please visit his website at www. 
gettingfromheretoeternity.com. 


hop E. Charles Connor, Prelate Supervisor Jerrine M. Simmons 
Lucia Eastern Caribbean Jurisdiction Department of Women 
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AIR LINES 


Delta Air Lines is pleased to offer airfares for your 
event travel. Refer to your Ticket Designator 
NMHZY to purchase your tickets and your 
discount may be applied. Reservations and 
ticketing is available via www.delta.com or by 
calling our Delta Meeting Network Reservations 
at 800-328-1111. Please note that a Direct 
Ticketing Charge will apply for booking by phone. 
When booking online, select Meeting Event 
Code and enter your Meeting ID in the box 
provided on the Search Flight page. 


Protecting Your Personal 
Information is Our Top Priority 


LifeLock membership. Easy. Secure. Guaranteed. 


) SPEC 
 *# ve 30 days FREE + 10% OFF** for the lifetime of 
your membership 


Enrollment is easy: 


@ Visit LifeLock.com or call 1-800-LIFELOCK (543-3562) 


Did you apply © Use promotion code: COGIC 
for a car loan? a Complete enrollment by providing your required information 


YES, this was me 


Relentlessly Protecting Your Identity 


“*At the end of the no-cost 30-day trial period, your card will be bitied autornatically ($8.99m0/$98.GOyr for LifeLock Standard service or $17.99mo/$197.90yr for LifeLock Advantage service or $26,99m0/$296.90yr 
for LifeLock Ultimate Plus service plus applicable sales taxes), You can cancel LifeLock services anytime without penalty by calling 1-800-LifeLock, 


Become part of the very FIRST and FASTEST GROWING 
eMagazine that is circulating within the 
Church of God in Christ ... and beyond! 


As we work diligently to inspire and inform our 
vast group of loyal The Whole Truth readers, 
sync with us to successfully promote your 
ministry, business, event, product or service! 


Every pastor, jurisdictional leader, department 
head and the like is encouraged to advertise 
their events in The Whole Truth! 


For a Limited Time ONLY, you can purchase 

a full page ad in one quarterly edition of The 
Whole Truth for $250. If you purchase an ad 
for three quarters, we will give you the fourth 
quarter for free. That's a full year of advertis- 
ments for the price of three quarters. What a 
Great Deal! 


Contact David George Newsome at 
TODAY! 
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